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TORO     TIMES 
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By: Maxwell Stern & Grace Gulli 

Looking for a great way to spend 
time with friends on a Friday 
night!? The Montera Student 
Council will be hosting an “End 
of the Year Dance” next Friday, 
May 12th from 4-6 in the MUR! 
The dance will have a beach 
theme and a selfie station. 
Popcorn, baked goods, water, and 
candy will be free! Chips and 
Gatorade will be sold for only $1 
and shaved ice for $2. Tickets will 
be sold next Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday 5/10-12 
during lunch for just $5. Tickets 
will not be sold at the door. In 
addition, this year students have 
the opportunity to run for dance 
royalty positions. 8th Graders can 
register to become either King or 
Queen, 7th Graders can register 
for Duke and Duchess and 6th 
Graders can register for Prince 
and Princess. Students can register 
to run this Monday during lunch 
for only $1. All students will vote 
at the dance where the winner will 
be announced. Each winner gets a 
crown, some candy, and ultimate 
bragging rights. We hope to see 
everyone there!  

gets thrown away as soon as it 
comes. However, a Montera 
student believes otherwise, “I 
think that 
fidget toys are 
a great thing 
and I 
personally 
have 
improved by 
using one.” In 
conclusion, both slime and fidget 
toys can be thought of as 
beneficial or problematic 
depending on who you ask.  

Letter From the Editors
Happy Friday Toros! In this issue 
you will explore articles about the 
TV show 13 Reasons Why, pros and 
cons on Montera’s most popular 
toys: fidget toys and slime; some 
irrational fears students at this 
school have; and many other 
interesting topics. 6th graders will 
be finishing testing today, and 7th 
and 8th graders finished in the last 
two weeks. Good luck 6th graders! 
Go Toros!  

- Editors: Grace Gulli, Morgan 
Stone & Silvia Kambouridis 

Slime and Fidget Toys 
By: Silvia Kambouridis, Catalina 
Elginsmith & Dasha Wohlfarth 

Slime and fidget toys are the two 
most popular toys in schools across 
the country, but not everyone likes 
them. Many teachers dislike slime 
and fidget toys because they are a 
distraction in class. “... slime is 
distracting. If it helped people 
focus, I would allow it, but it 
doesn’t. Second, typically what I’ve 
seen is it gets smashed into the 
carpet.” says one teacher at 
Montera. Another teacher said, 
“Slime is problematic. I’m all for 
fidget toys like spinners when used 
quietly in your hand or on your 
desk while you listen, but they 
quickly become a show-and-tell 
item.” On the contrary, many 
students love slime. Though it 
bothers teachers slime has become a 
popular item in Montera 
classrooms. Fidget toys are less 
messy but can still cause issues. 
Parents say that fidget toys are a 
waste of parents money, get lost or 
a new fad comes up too quickly and 
the fidget toys gets 

13 Reasons Why  End of the Year Dance  
By: Maxwell Stern, Morgan Stone  &  

Siena Killpatrick   

The Netflix show, 13 Reasons 
Why, has become a television 
phenomenon in the past few 
weeks. The show is focused on 
teenager, Hannah Baker, who after 
several traumatic experiences. 
commits suicide. Hannah leaves a 
series of thirteen tapes explaining 
the reason she took her own life. 
Each episode describes one of the 
tapes. The show has become 
immensely popular, logging 13.5 
million Tweets about the series in 
its first week. However, due to the 
level of intensity and depiction of 
high school hostility, adults 
everywhere are beginning to 
question whether, teenagers 
should really be watching the 
show. Every viewer watching 
knew from the start that the series 
would end in suicide, but even 
this knowledge couldn't prepare 
them for what was to come. Most 
weren't ready for some intense 
and harsh scenes including scenes 
of violent sexual assault, rape, and 
Hannah’s suicide scene.  In 
response to these graphic scenes 
and the show’s rising popularity, 
schools around the country 
including Montera have sent out 
emails advising parents to monitor 
and discuss the series with their 
children. The show has also 
received strong backlash from 
several parent groups, school 
districts and mental health 
organizations saying the show 
may be perceiving Hannah’s death 
as glorifying and romanticizing 
suicide. And now, questions are 
beginning to arise on whether 
teenagers especially middle 
schoolers really should be 
watching 13 Reasons Why.  
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Crossword   8th Grade Bests! 
8th Graders voted two weeks ago 
on yearbook favorites. The votes 
were tallied and these are the 
results! 

- Most Athletic: Tyra Hamilton  
- Best School Spirit: Maxwell Stern 
- Most Stylish: D’Niko Bates  
- Most Likely to Become Famous: 

Mitra Merzenich Nassiri 
- Best Eyes: Sasha Scoggins 
- Best Sense of Humor: Brian 

Estrada  
- Best Smile: Amy Wong  
- Most Artistic: Madeline Jones 
- Most Outgoing: Bria Frison  
- Most Competitive: Isabella 

Boitano  
- Best Best Friends: Alexandria 

Shavers + Kimberly Pascual and 
Leah Schlageter + Morgan 
McNulty 

- Most Likely to Change the World: 
Maxwell Stern 

- Best Hair: Makayla Cerda  
- Most Scholarly: Ahmed 

Mohammed  
- Most Likely to Succeed: Owen 

Klien  
- Best Shoe Game: Rahsaan Smith  
- Most Opposite Twins: Maddy and 

Stuart Jones  
- Most Similar Twins: Nicola and 

Sofia Verani 
-

Newspaper Team! 
Maxwell Stern - Chief Editor 

Silvia Kambouridis - Editor  

Morgan Stone - Editor  

Grace Gulli - Editor  

Catalina Elginsmith - Student Reporter  

Casey Shea Dinkin - Student Reporter  

Dasha Wohlfarth - Student Reporter 

Linda Velazquez  - Student Reporter  

Siena Killpatrick- Student Reporter   

Stella Cardoso - Student Reporter   

Yacine Seck - Student Reporter  

Silver Storm - Student Reporter 

Leah Washington - Student Reporter  

Irrational Fears Poll 

By: Casey Shea Dinkin & Stella Cardoso 

Have you ever met someone with a 
really wacky and completely 
irrelevant fear? Or maybe you have 
a odd fear you are too embarrassed 
to open up about. Well, it turns out 
that you are not alone!  We here at 
the Toro Times have talked to some 
of your fellow students and found 
out that most people have one or 
more unusual fears. In fact public 
speaking is the number one fear in 
the US! Whether it's people in 
masks or trumpets here are just 
eight fears from fellow Toros: 

1. Trumpets  
2. Sudden noises  
3. Things flying at face  
4. Witches under the bed  
5. Airplane toilets (and the flush!) 
6. Car door open on freeway 
7. Mud  
8. People in masks  
  

Spring Sports  

By: Siena Killpatrick  

- 4/25 Montera Baseball Team vs. 
Claremont. Final Score- Montera 13, 
Claremont 3. Highlights:  

• Santos Perez- Grand Slam, 2 runs scored 

• Ian Prchlik- 3 hits, 2 runs scored 

• Tyler Hunter- 2 hits, 2 runs scored 

• Julian Riga- reached base 3 times, 2 runs 
scored 

• Michael Paltiel- Winning pitcher, 4 
innings pitched 

- 4/28 Montera Baseball vs Head Royce 
Final Score- Montera 13, Head Royce 0 
(5 innings) Highlights: 

• Montera scored 8 runs in the first 
innings (9 straight batters reached base) 

• Team had 6 extra-base hits 

• Outfielders threw out 3 runners trying to 
advance to second base 

• Noah Zirkle, Zachary Justice, Malik 
Davis, and Julian Riga all pitched

Way to go Toros! Come to the 
Montera baseball home games!

Down:  

 1. A fear of confined places.   

4. We are not a bugs. We creep and spin webs.  

5. We have long sharp teeth and love blood 

6. We have a bright red noses and white faces, 
our smile makes you laugh or scream.  

Across:  

2. A substance that 
humans can't live 
without.  

3. We slither and 
make ssssssss 
noises 

7. We hate cats, we 
have a vicious bark 
and a bad bite. 

8. Another word 
for tall.  

9. There's a movie 
about us and we 
pollinate flowers. 

10. Opposite of 
light.  


